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preserve the popular arts, considered ‘icons of Mexican culture,

TEXT AMD PHC

exico’s cralftspeople,
our unswng heroes,
have one day o cohe
brate: Mosthy working
i sinad] rural contmae
rilthes, Adexions “artexanos, or crafts:
people, are recognized each year with
thiz Concursa Macional Gran Premin
dir Arte Popular (Mathonal Competi-
gion Grand Prize of Popular Art), the
st prestkdous event of ies kind in
their COIAETY
When Madesta Lavana Perce,
79, sccepted the Presidential Prize
For Artesanfas at the Palocio de T
hidhe i Mexico City on October 16,
ghe spuke her words of thanks first
in fihuatd, then in Spanish,
Wrapped in her award-winning.
fuand-woven woslen shaw], her shior
ﬁmm h;],:n_'ly vigibleover the Fuxl'ium.
she impressed the crowd of ele-
mantly dressed enpitalines with
her quict dignioy

Although few under-
stoew] her words in Ndhual,
it wis a clear reminder of
the deep moois of Mexican
culture manifested by this
competithon.

Among the prixe win-
AErs Were representa-
plves of 24 differear ethnle
groaups, including Teozil,
Mahua, Purépecha, Chontal,
and Teelal, from all 31 states
of the republic,

hore than L6600 arlsts com
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The National Fund for the Pramoation of Handicrafts, or Fonart, supports

s ‘artesanos by corvening national contests and promoting

e

Folk artisa
welcome, if not nec-
essary, antidote to
this mass-produced
|l‘r;i[:*l'i:i|| world in
which we live
today. **
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“Hes v
quier abaur |

said his daugl
ter, “but the queen

Spain owns one of hisr
bomos!™

“The popular arts are the ico
of our culiure. They offer a person
touch missing in much of the mide
world, angd Mexican artesanias ar
unigquely defindng chement of our o
fume” said Rofaela Luft Divabos, pem
ol directr of Forars, El Fonido Mad
nal parn el Fomento de tas Artesan)
{iacional Fund for the Prosaotiod
Handierafs),

peted this vear, and 115
mwards were givien, tatal-
ing 1LARODN peesos in priee
PRI,

The event colncided with
the fifih Concurse Magional
Griandes Dbras Maestras de
Arte Popular Leyendas Vivientes
{ Mational Competition of Great
Waorks of Popular At by Living
Legends), which awanded 455,000
e pesos B0 16 prize winners

The competing caleporbes in-
eluded griworks in ceramics. weay
ing, basketry, feather ary, miet-
al and wood work, lacguer ware
ol musical instruments.

Pascuala Disz Lopes, 30, from
Michoacan, stood by her prize-

winning hulpil. beoking nerviogs
bt proaud.

Spectators and press pho-

wgraphers crowded araund,

FORARTS MISSH0N

Since 1974, Fonart, a renprofil g
ernment agency under the susph
of the Secretaria de Dissrrollo Soci
lias workesd Mljﬁ'l'l!'ﬂ'l th sncial nr
el and coonomic napects of the Hves

PO DOUETEST OF FORLAET

dazzled by the calir and Mfexbocds artisans -
intricacy of her weaving,  Abowe, roboeo by Hemilo Lopes The mission of Fanart 14 o p
It wae her fiest time in - Lok, jug by Jood Tormds Exparea serve the vabues of tradivional calos

{prove the lives of artisans, linki
ihse crestivity of the artists o the o
surrer through educational progran
national contests and Intermacio
prr_lrrmtiln'l.'r.

Deb Hall and her hushand B
opseTRiE (W o 1hes best il1-l.‘||ﬁ'|'l-l!h
glberies in Mexhon, in San Miguel

Wesion City,

When asked gues-
tions about her work,
she shyly torned o
a friend, who helped
translate her answers
indn Spankh

Ar 87, lsane Ramos
Padilla, a “rebozo™ (shiawd)
miaker from Malinaloo, is
the oldest Living Legend w
b omored this year

represend several of the artists inf
e ermpsetidion, Db Hols blog

Alende and Pareouane, whene 11

praisd-reaud for amyone intenested in

rthursday november 6, 2008

Some of the winvers aee thown hee.

Woal dresi by
Modemza Livara

irasclitieirial st of Mexion (wesw zocale-
dmﬂihdmﬁnl.tl:hgspptqmﬂ.

When asked what relevanoe Mexi-
oo popidarans have in today workd,
shae sakl, “With the recent [Diemn] Ri-
e und [Fridda] Kahilo blockbser ex
hihitions, plus the upcoming 2000 bi
centennial evenis, Mexien s fondls
looking hack ar her past, and folk a5
b an important part of that nosealgia,

“Folk art is o weboome, if ot nec-
iy, antfcdote to this mess-produced
imuferial world inwhich we Bve mday
Crrigirial, jonimus, nsive and soulfisl are
nind sdpectives associabed with any ma-
chine-made iem”

This vear's competition was sup-
perrted by the Fomenso Culteral Rana-
mex, as well a5 the Fundselin Alfreda
Hiarp Hiest AL ard the Fumndacion Pe
droy Elena Hermdinde: A

yar's compeonon wil be on daplay
(v for s} iy iy iy i the
fiollcrming Fonart mrore locasione:

Pascuals Dite Lepes

bl Cibmar Croera Lara

lsaac Famos Padils

FYSCITON FPTLAL T THE MEWILLNG iR = T

21 &=

Michael Crichton
dies of cancer

HY HILLEL ITALIE

Anzrcrzsd Pyes

Wichael Crichton, the million-sclbing
ek whs made schentific reseanch
rerrifyng ard irresistible in such
thrillers as “Jlurazsie Park” “Time:
line" and “The Andrameda Strain”
has died of cancer; his Funily sagd

Crichton died Tuesdy In Lis An-
pcles at agge 68 afier privately kirtling
CATCET,

“Through his books, Michael
Crichtim served as an insplearion to
students of all ages, challenged scien-
tists in many ficlds, and Blumdnaed
the mysteries of the world in 3 way
wi aril] all understand.” his familly
aald b a stmtemem,

“While the world knew him as
a great storyteller that challenged
inar preconceiisd notons aboat the
workl anund 18 - and entermined us
all whibe doing 20 — his wife Sherr,
daughter Taylos, Gmily and friends
kmew Michae] Crichean as o deves-
ed hushand, loving father and gen-
erowss fricnd who inspired esch of us
{0 sirive 0o see the wodlers of our
world through new eyes”

He was an experimenter and
pespatlarizer known for his stories
of dizaster and systermatic break-
dorny, such as the rampane rderobe
of "The Andromeda Strain®™ or tse di-
niosaurs running madly in Jurassic
Parkc” Many alhisbooks become ma-
Jor Hiollywesd mcwies, in‘lujing whi-
rasshe Park” “Ristig Sun™ angd “Dis-
closure” Crichion hirmsell direcued
e el =The Grear Train Bob-
bery™ and be co-wrote the scrips for
the blockbuster "Twlses”

Im 1%, he created the aupnd-
winning TV hospieal series "ER" Hie's
even had a dinosaer named for him,
Crichions ankylosaur

“Michae!s talemtoum-scaled gven
btsovwm elimosanars of Murassle Pack,™
aild “hirmsic Park” dinecior Seeven
& pieTberg, o friend of Crichioms for
40 yeard, “He was the gréatest ar
blending scienoe with big thesrical
concepis, which B what jgve credi-
iliey by climscianrs again walking the
Earmh. _ Michael was a gentle soul
who reservisd his lambovant side
for his novels, Theme % no one in the
wings that will ever take his plaoe”

Joha Wells, executive produc-
er of “ER called the suthor “un ex
traordinary man. Beiliagt, funmy, er
e, gracious, eocepaonally inguis
itive arnd ahways thoughful,

“Mor lumch wich Michae] lasted
ke than three hours and no subject
W 1O PrOsAic Or chscune o artract
his freterest, Seual podiths, medicsl
and acientific ethics, anthropology,
archaemlgy, CONMMICE, ISIunnmsy,
astrology, quantum physics, ond mo-
lecular biology were all regular mp-
ics of conversaion”

In recent vears, he was the rare
novelist granted a White House
meeting with President Rush, per-

Crichion bara weriting rcvels asa
siudent at Harvard Medical Schocl,

hapes beeause of his skepticism about
global warming, which Crichion od-
dlressed i thee 2004 novel, “Simne of
Fear”™ Crichtons views wene strong-
Iy condemmned by environmental-
fsrs, whs albeped that the author was
hur:'rrqg effores pivsa legislation o
reduee emisslons of sedbon dimgde,
Bf not & literary glant, he was g
physical one, standing & fect and @
inches, amd ready for bathe with the
pees Inoa 2004 interview with The
Associated Press, Crichion came
with a tape recordes, text books and
a plke of graphs and charts as he de-
Iended “Srate of Fear™ and his ke on
gl warmingg
*1 harve alot of troublie with thiings
thar don seem irue to me” Crichon
sl an thee rirme, his large, manicured
hands gesturing to his graphs. *I'm
very uncomfonable fuss socepting
Theres somsething in me thas wanis
by pounid the tble and xay, “That's
ik trues™ He spoke (o few scentiss
ahout his questions, convineed that
b comilel interpret the data himself
O of four siblings. Crichion was
borrm i Chicagao and gres ugs i Fo-
slyin, Long Iiland. His Eather was a
juur:la.liu ansl VHINE Michael spent
msch of his chibdhood writing ex-
i papers for feachers. He was tall
s ard pwhowand, Writing was a way
ik escape: Mark Twain and Alfred
Hizcheock were his mle modets.
Flguring he waukd not be able m
muake a living as writer, and not good
enouph At baskethall, he decided oo
become a doctor. Hesaudied anthno-
podogy af Harvand Collepe, and Lar-
er graduared from Harvard Medi-
cal School Duiring medical school,
he rned out books under psead-
oy, He had mindesr sissees with
his writing and decfded o pursee it
His first hit, “The Andromeda
stEmin,” was writhen while e was sl
inmedical school and quickly canght
on upan it 1969 release. Crichton
was marted froe tmies and had oae
child. A private funeral is planned.
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